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President’s Message (cont’d)

—At #3 Schoolhouse, we have installed a VoIP telephone,
high speed fiber optic internet service and a robust WiFi to
meet our expanding communications needs. Space is being
delegated for meetings, storage, offices, and a curator’s
workshop. Temporary office space has been set up for the
officers and curator to perform their duties. Several donat-
ed computers are now in use on our new network. We were
gifted forty cloth padded chairs which I’m sure our mem-
bers will be more than pleased to sit in. MHS volunteers
have been working on upgrades and repairs to the building,
but we still have much to do.

A question comes to mind as we look back to June 1,
2021. Just what have we achieved in the last six
months? Well, our team has done so much and here is
what we have achieved.

—We published our first quarterly newsletter for the 4th
quarter of 2021, keeping our members informed and up to
date about the happenings of MHS. We will continue to
mail these quarterly newsletters to the membership.

—Our #12 Schoolhouse on 520 Boston Post Road, has been
upgraded to the latest technology, cellular fire alarm sys-
tem, high-speed internet, WiFi, cellular burglar alarm and a
facility that meets building code. It is now a legal meeting
place.

—What’s next for #12, hopefully create a project to place it
on the “NH State Register of Historic Places”. This is a de-
manding project and cannot be accomplished without your
support.

—We acquired a new home, a home that MHS has been
searching for since its inception. We found our dream
home, #3 Schoolhouse at 10 Depot Street, an extraordinary
building with a rich history. It has a significant meeting
room, larger museum space, newly installed state of the art
communications, storage for artifacts, and parking. The
property has a large lawn perfect for outdoor events in ei-
ther the front yard or within a fenced in backyard. The op-
portunities are endless.
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President’s Message (cont’d)

—Our membership has risen by 15 members.

—Generous gifts and monetary donations have been received. Chairs, tables,
file cabinets, shelving, museum supplies, and volunteers donating their time.

In February 2022, we are creating a new TV program on Merrimack TV called
“To & Froe with the Merrimack Historical Society”. We hope to tell the rich his-
tory of Merrimack with stories, interviews, photos, and videos. Watch us, join
us, be part of showcasing and saving the history of our town, one show at a
time.

The time to renew your membership began January 1st. So, this is a gentle re-
minder to become current with your 2022 dues. I would like to thank all of you
for making our progress possible. Look at us now!

John Lastowka, President, Merrimack (NH) Historical Society

“Build it and they will come, and as they say, and the rest is history”.

Vice President’s Column

Boy, have I got a story to tell you!

Stories are much like the flowers in our garden and the
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beauty and value in the landscape of our lives. But the only P~ y
reason we tell stories is because someone will hear, listen Chuck Mower, Vice President
appreciate and be moved by the telling. Merrimack Historical Society

MHS is working on a new local TV show that will help us tell our stories and listen to the
tales that should be told of our lives here in Merrimack. This is where we need your help.

You don’t have to be on camera. We know that’s not everyone’s cup of tea. But we need your
stories. So start thinking about sharing what you know or have experienced between your
first day in Merrimack and today. Talk to your friends and families. Get ready to let the
viewing public see and listen to who we are.

Just remember, there is love in every rose.



Page 4 Tales From Merrymac

Curator’s Corner

So what does a curator do when the Historical Society is
closed? PLENTY!

With the help of several volunteers, we packed up all the fur-
nishings, files, records, newspapers, artifacts and displays to
move to our new location. John, Chuck, Ralph and Rick
moved it all to the new location at 10 Depot St. However, they
are still in those boxes, waiting for the occupancy permit be-
fore we can start unpacking and setting up again. Without
access to the files, I won’t be publishing the news articles or

doing research for a while, so the “fun” part of my job is on
Anita Creager, Museum Curator hold

Merrimack Historical Society

So, what ARE we doing? We are continuing the inventory which we began three years
ago and must be done before we can start entering the information into the new software
called “Past Perfect.” This is done manually on paper, then entered into a file in the com-
puter, followed by each item having two index cards printed; one by numerical order and
one by subject. These will be the basis of the records going into the new software. All the
artifacts, books, maps and some files are complete.

Barbara Comer is repairing old scrapbooks at home. Trisha Fair is creating index cards
for the “people files” at her home. The people files have information and photos of various
Merrimack residents for past and current years. The paper and computer files are done,
and she is creating the index cards. Cindy Memmen has completed work on the genealogy
file inventory, which is now waiting entry into the computer and then the index cards.

And the ‘old home files” are almost done with the paper copies. These files have ownership
records and photos of homes and businesses built before 1950. They are in alphabetical
order of street addresses, and currently done up to Wire Rd. Fran Mitchell is helping me
to update many of the photos, by driving around taking pictures.

All this is being done at home until we move into our new location. All the conveniences of
home are available including bathrooms, water, heat, phone and internet without the
need to drive in the snow for the winter.

At the OLD location, we are preparing to set up the schoolroom as a one-room school,
with desks, books, blackboard etc. to be used for tours and group visits by the public.
Books, slates, wood stove, flags etc. used in this school in the 1800’s and 1900’s will re-
main.

Did You Know?

Many people in Merrimack know that there were two ferries across the Merrimack River in
our town’s colonial era (Reed & Thornton). Few realize that there was a third ferry — Tem-
ple’s Ferry located 2 miles north of Thornton’s Ferry, first owned by Christopher Temple.
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We Are Deeply Grateful To These Donors and Sponsors

Whether you volunteer your time, or donate money or arti-
facts to the Merrimack Historical Society, your giving is
much more than just a single event.

Giving to the Society may help you build stronger social
connections and even jumpstart a surge of generosity
through our community. Based on studies of generous gift-
ing, don’t be surprised if you find yourself benefiting from a
big dose of happiness as a result.

The Officers, Volunteers and Members of the Merrimack
Historical Society are grateful to the following for their re-

cent gifts:

BUSINESS SPONSORS:
Harold Watson Foundation

Brennan & MacKay, Milford

36 McELWAIN

SUPERINTENDENT'S
OFFICE

School Board and
School District _
Administrators join the
Merrimack

Historical Society

Bill Olsen, our new superin-
tendent of schools, said he
was honored to be a member |
while accepting our first
least payment from Presi-
dent John Lastowka.

The school district has pledged to work closely with the Merrimack Historical Society to
share resources. The first contribution is of course, the number 3 Schoolhouse at 10
Depot Street. Pictured left to right, the signers of the new lease are: John Lastowka
(MHS President), Matt Shevenell (Assistant Supt.), Bill Olsen (Supt of School District),
Chuck Mower (MHS VP), Ralph Gerenz MHS Treas.) Kimberly Yarlott (Supt of Curricu-
lum).
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Photographs from “The Drone Guy”

You may already know about David Geyer, or have seen his
dramatic aerial photographs of Merrimack. He recently took
photographs of both of our Society Buildings.

#3 Schoolhouse
Depot Street

MERRIMACK

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
NG.12 SCHJJL
1847-1941 .

#I Schoolhouse
520 Boston Post Road
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Our Wish List — Items Needed at the Merrimack Historical Society

We will be very grateful for the donation of any of these items to the Society. All items
need to be new or like-new. Please contact John Lastowka or one of the Society officers if
you have a donation!

— Label maker
— Commercial folding tables (ie 8ft x 3ft)
— Office chairs
— General office supplies
Folders, pens, pencils, paper, printer paper, index cards
— Refrigerator
— Microwave, table top
— Coffee maker, 12 cup standard, uses loose coffee
— Scanner - flat bed, high quality for archiving
e Smart HDTV, 65-85"

Remember When? (Drygala Haus Restaurant)

Reiner Drygala, whose parents owned and ran Drygala Haus on the DW Highway at the
Bedford line, shared photographs in the FaceBook Group, Remember When in Merrimack.

Drygala Haus owner Rainer
Drygala and his wife Nan-
cy Laudenslager. Children:
Reiner and Ingrid Drygala












